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Alabama. Had | been present, | would have
voted YES on the Democratic Motion to Re-
commit H.R. 50, and NO on final Passage of
H.R. 50.

COMMEMORATING COMMISSIONER
ROY CHARLES BROOKS

HON. MARC A. VEASEY

OF TEXAS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Monday, July 16, 2018

Mr. VEASEY. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
join my fellow Texans in congratulating Tarrant
County Commissioner, Roy Charles Brooks,
for his tremendous leadership as the President
of the National Association of Counties.

This month, Commissioner Brooks is com-
pleting a very successful year representing the
3,069 counties in America as the President of
the National Association of Counties.

He has worked tirelessly this year to bring
his Presidential Initiative: “Serving the Under-
served: Counties Addressing Poverty,” to light.
His proposal pushed counties to look at the
role they played in alleviating generational
poverty with a focus on early childhood devel-
opment. Under his leadership, counties now
have some best practice solutions at their fin-
gertips that can be used to address important
societal needs.

COMBATTING TUBERCULOSIS IN
SOUTHERN AFRICA

HON. CHRISTOPHER H. SMITH

OF NEW JERSEY
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Monday, July 16, 2018

Mr. SMITH of New Jersey. Mr. Speaker, |
recently held a hearing addressing the per-
sistent and too-often underestimated threat to
global public health posed by tuberculosis.
This brutal, contagious disease killed 1.7 mil-
lion people in 2016, the most recent data
available—making it the deadliest infectious
disease in the world—killing more than both
HIV/AIDS and malaria combined.

TB is devastating for many people globally,
but it impacts the people of Africa—especially
southern Africa—disproportionately.

In 2016, 44 percent of all TB deaths oc-
curred in the Africa region—in spite of ac-
counting for only 25 percent of all new TB
cases. Africans die at a rate of 72 per 100,000
infected, compared with 35 per 100,000 in
Southeast Asia and 13 per 100,000 in the
Eastern Mediterranean region. Those infected
with HIV/AIDS are particularly vulnerable to
TB, and nearly three-quarters of those co-in-
fected with HIV and TB in 2016 lived in sub-
Saharan Africa.

Thankfully, most cases of TB are curable if
patients are diagnosed and adhere to a proper
treatment regimen. However, millions of newly
infected people go undiagnosed and without
treatment each year, and the global spread of
Multiple Drug-Resistant (MDR) and Exten-
sively Drug-Resistant (XDR) TB, which
emerges when patients receive inappropriate
or incomplete treatment, poses an even great-
er and more costly threat. In 2016, roughly
490,000 people developed MDR-TB and an
additional 110,000 new cases were resistant
to the most effective treatment.
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Not only is treating MDR and XDR TB a
grueling process for the patient, it also costs
far more to treat than the “garden variety” of
the disease. One study by the Stop TB Part-
nership estimated that drug resistant TB could
kill up to 2.5 million people annually and cost
the global economy $16.7 trillion if left un-
checked.

The dangerous potential of a drug resistant
TB outbreak is evident in the South African
mining sector, where exposure to silica dust,
crowded, poor living conditions and high HIV
prevalence create an incubator for disease
and heighten the risk of contracting TB. Fur-
ther complicating the problem, approximately
40 percent of mine workers are migrants who
frequently move across borders and don’t re-
ceive consistent medical treatment from public
health systems in the region that do not co-
ordinate sufficiently. This further increases the
risk of MDR and XDR TB infections.

| am encouraged to see that the U.S. fund-
ing for combatting TB increased to $261 mil-
lion in 2018, which is $20 million more than
what was allocated in 2017 and more than
$82 million higher than the Administration’s re-
quest. This shows that my colleagues are tak-
ing this threat seriously, and | commend them.

But we must not stop there, or become
complacent.

The WHO anticipates a $7.4 billion budget
shortfall for the Global Plan to End TB if the
international community does not significantly
increase funding. We must encourage our
international partners to step up to this chal-
lenge, and take the opportunity of the U.N.
General Assembly High-Level Meeting on
Ending TB this September to do so; but even
more, we must explore more innovative and
holistic approaches to eliminating this disease.
We must work from a regional perspective and
increase coordination among health systems;
we must pay special attention to the mines in
South Africa; we must redouble our efforts to
diagnose and treat every person infected with
TB; and we must pull out all the stops when
it comes to preventing MDR and XDR TB in-
fections.

We also must encourage to World Health
Organization to stop being overly bureaucratic
when it comes to battling TB. There are bottle-
necks in the WHO approval process for new
treatments and new diagnostic tests which
need to be fixed.

| was eager to hear from our distinguished
witnesses, who helped us understand where
we are in this fight against TB and what more
we must do to eliminate it once and for all.

————

PERSONAL EXPLANATION

HON. GWEN MOORE

OF WISCONSIN
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Monday, July 16, 2018

Ms. MOORE. Mr. Speaker, | missed Roll
Call votes No. 327 and No. 328. | would have
voted YEA on Roll Call 327 related to a mo-
tion to recommit H.R. 50 and NO on Roll Call
328 related to final passage of H.R. 50.
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TRIBUTE TO VENERABLE ELDER
SI CHEN

HON. NYDIA M. VELAZQUEZ

OF NEW YORK
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Monday, July 16, 2018

Ms. VELAZQUEZ. Mr. Speaker, it is with
much sadness that | rise today to honor the
passing of the Venerable Elder Si Chen, a
passionate spiritual leader and teacher. | offer
my sincerest condolences to his family and
friends who will remember him as a tireless
advocate for kindness, freedom and justice.

Elder Si Chen was born in 1932 in Panxian,
China and came to the United States in 1971
to spread Buddha-Dharma. He became the
abbot of the Mahayana Buddhist Temple of
New York in 1974. Three years later, Elder Si
Chen founded the Burmese-Chinese Buddhist
Association at Wonderful Enlightenment Tem-
ple in Chinatown, New York, New York, which
continues to welcome everyone.

In 2000, he purchased 199 acres of land in
Thompson Ridge, New York and established
the Guardian of Nation Temple to create a
space for Buddhist-American multicultural ex-
changes and spread Mahayana Buddhism. He
brought together the Buddhist community of
New York through classes, summer camps,
monastic retreats and spiritual trips to China,
Thailand, Myanmar and India.

Today, members of New York's Buddhist
and Asian American community are inspired
and grateful for his service, wisdom and lead-
ership.

Mr. Speaker, | ask my colleagues to join me
in honoring the Venerable Elder Si Chen for a
life of extraordinary leadership and advocacy
in New York City and globally.

HONORING NAT DiBUDUO AND
CELEBRATING 18 YEARS AS
PRESIDENT AND CEO FOR AL-
LIED GRAPE GROWERS

HON. JIM COSTA

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Monday, July 16, 2018

Mr. COSTA. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
honor my friend and colleague Nat DiBuduo
as he retires from his position as president
and CEO of Allied Grape Growers after 18
years of service to California wine grape grow-
ers. Under his exemplary leadership, Allied
and its members have demonstrated persever-
ance in the face of economic hardship,
achieved prosperity through innovative think-
ing, and shown integrity by holding their part-
ners to the highest possible standards. It is
both fitting and appropriate that we honor Nat
today as he closes the chapter on a remark-
able tenure with Allied Grape Growers.

After graduating from San Joaquin Memorial
high school in 1968, Nat attended California
State University, Fresno and obtained a de-
gree in Plant Science and Business in 1973.
Over the years, Nat has amassed experience
within the industry by working in his family’s
winery, independent consultancy, and agricul-
tural property management. Nat's passion for
agriculture led him to the wine grape industry.
In 2000, he was named president and CEO of
Allied Grape Growers, a 500-member mar-
keting association made up of wine grape
growers across the country.
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Through coordinated efforts with his board,
Nat directed strategic planning and develop-
ment to proactively respond to market chal-
lenges. With continual resilience against an
unstable grape market in the early 2000s, Al-
lied was able to prevail with significant finan-
cial leverage. By monitoring market changes
and establishing strong communication among
their growers and wineries, Nat successfully
expanded membership and clientele and maxi-
mized the quality of harvests.

Given Nat's outstanding dedication to the
wine grape market and San Joaquin Valley’'s
agriculture, it is difficult to determine how Al-
lied Grape Growers would have fared amid
economic tumult without his guidance. Nat and
his team’s care and concern established Allied
as a visionary organization within California’s
wine and agricultural industry.

Mr. Speaker, | ask that my colleagues join
me in recognition of my friend Nat DiBuduo’s
in honor of his remarkable career in Califor-
nia’s agricultural industry. He is someone who
has been an inspiration, not only through his
professional achievements, but also through
the relentless and spirited attitude he adopts
against adversity. Nat will leave a robust foun-
dation for Allied to continue to build on. | wish
Nat and his wife Marilyn the very best as they
enter this new phase of their life. | ask that
you join me in wishing Nat and his family con-
tinued happiness and prosperity.

———

CONGRATULATING KEITH TYO ON
HIS RETIREMENT FROM SUNY
PLATTSBURGH

HON. ELISE M. STEFANIK

OF NEW YORK

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES
Monday, July 16, 2018

Ms. STEFANIK. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
congratulate Keith Tyo on retiring from his role
as Chief of Staff to the President of State Uni-
versity of New York at Plattsburgh.

Keith Tyo began his career at SUNY Platts-
burgh in 1995 as Director of Public Relations,
where his outstanding work led to his pro-
motion to Executive Assistant to President
John Ettling in 2004. As Executive Assistant,
Keith was responsible for government rela-
tions and special projects for the President.
His understanding of the campus community
and government relations was evident, and in
2015 President Ettling made him his Chief of
Staff.

During his tenure as Chief of Staff, Keith
used his knowledge and experience to leave a
positive impact on campus. In honor of his re-
tirement, SUNY Plattsburgh’s Student Asso-
ciation approved a Resolution saluting Keith’s
22 years of dedicated service to the college.

On behalf of New York's 21st District, |
would like to congratulate Keith Tyo on his re-
tirement from SUNY Plattsburgh. He has been
instrumental to the college’s growth and devel-
opment over the past 22 years, and | wish him
all the best for the years to come.
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CELEBRATING NELLIE HUNTER ON
HER 100TH BIRTHDAY

HON. JACKIE WALORSKI

OF INDIANA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Monday, July 16, 2018

Mrs. WALORSKI. Mr. Speaker, | rise today
to honor Nellie Hunter, a great Hoosier who is
celebrating her 100th birthday.

Nellie was born on July 31, 1918, in Argos,
Indiana. A lifelong resident of northern Indi-
ana, Nellie exemplifies the strong Hoosier val-
ues we all cherish. She is compassionate,
hardworking, and active in her community.
Nellie has built a meaningful life for her family
filled with strength, love, and generosity. Be-
cause of Nellie’s longstanding dedication to
her church, devotion to her family, and love of
country, northern Indiana is a better place to
live.

Nellie is a shining example of what it means
to achieve the American Dream. She has a
true passion for learning and for giving others
the opportunity to grow and succeed. Having
earned her GED at age 81 and received the
Adult Student of the Year award from the
State of Indiana, she is an incredible inspira-
tion and a role model to us all. Her story re-
minds us to never give up on our dreams. It
is an honor to help celebrate Nellie’s positive
contributions to the world.

Mr. Speaker, on behalf of Indiana’s 2nd Dis-
trict | want to thank Nellie for the joy she
brings to our lives and offer my congratula-
tions and best wishes on this occasion. | wish
her many more years of continued health and
happiness.

RECOGNIZING MAYOR PAUL M.
EATON OF THE CITY OF
MONTCLAIR

HON. NORMA J. TORRES

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Monday, July 16, 2018

Mrs. TORRES. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
honor my constituent, Mayor Paul M. Eaton of
the City of Montclair. After 48 years of dedi-
cated public service to the Inland Empire, Paul
is finally retiring and will be sorely missed.

Paul’s passion for the Montclair community
began in 1965 when he and his wife, Ginger,
moved to the Inland Empire. The two began
their service at Bethany Baptist church and
the Ontario-Montclair School District volun-
teering with elementary students. In 1970,
Paul began his career in public service as a
founding, appointed member of Montclair's
Community Action Committee. The reputation
he earned in this position for his commitment
to advocating for Montclair residents resulted
in his appointment to the Montclair Planning
Commission four years later, which he served
on until becoming a City Council member in
1988.

Following Mayor Larry Rhinehart’'s sudden
departure, Paul was unanimously installed into
the position by his fellow City Council Mem-
bers. He served as the city’s leader for 23
consecutive years. Totaling nearly six terms in
office, Paul is the longest serving Mayor in
Montclair history. His greatest achievements
include constructing a state-of-the-art Police
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facility and Youth and Senior Centers, wid-
ening Central Avenue on the |-10 Freeway,
critical improvements to the Mission Boulevard
and Hold Corridors, and ensuring future serv-
ice to the Montclair Transcenter for the Gold
Line light rail service.

For his remarkable accomplishments, it is
my honor to recognize Mayor Paul M. Eaton
on the House floor today. His decades of com-
mitment and contributions to the City of
Montclair are worthy of commending and ad-
miration.

————
HONORING THE 125TH ANNIVER-
SARY OF SACRED HEART
CHURCH

HON. JOHN SHIMKUS

OF ILLINOIS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Monday, July 16, 2018

Mr. SHIMKUS. Mr. Speaker, | rise to recog-
nize Sacred Heart Church of Effingham, llli-
nois, on the occasion of its 125th anniversary.

Sacred Heart Church was first started when
a few German immigrant families first came
together for worship. The Masses were given
originally in German but on January 1, 1892,
Sacred Heart Church and School were offi-
cially established, and since they have given
Masses in English.

What started with nine families has since
grown to a congregation of over 900 families,
giving Sacred Heart Church a strong presence
in Effingham. Over the years, generations of
worshipers have called Sacred Heart home.
The church’s theme, “Grounded in Faith, Fo-
cused on the Future” reflects the proud herit-
age of the parish and the many local and
international activities congregants are in-
volved in. Whether by providing an education
to its children, giving back through its commu-
nity-based services, or extending Sacred
Heart's ministry to South America, Sacred
Heart Church has been a focal point for the
religious and spiritual needs of Effingham.

The celebratory year is themed “Faith and
Family,” and Sacred Heart Parish began its
125th anniversary last year with a Mass cele-
brated by Bishop Thomas J. Paprocki, fol-
lowed by a Halloween parade and themed ac-
tivities.

Mr. Speaker, | rise today to acknowledge an
important milestone for Sacred Heart Church,
and | wish it, and its pastor, the Reverend
Michal Rosa, the very best as they celebrate
the church’s 125th anniversary.

———

SENATE COMMITTEE MEETINGS

Title IV of Senate Resolution 4,
agreed to by the Senate of February 4,
1977, calls for establishment of a sys-
tem for a computerized schedule of all
meetings and hearings of Senate com-
mittees, subcommittees, joint commit-
tees, and committees of conference.
This title requires all such committees
to notify the Office of the Senate Daily
Digest—designated by the Rules Com-
mittee—of the time, place and purpose
of the meetings, when scheduled and
any cancellations or changes in the
meetings as they occur.

As an additional procedure along
with the computerization of this infor-
mation, the Office of the Senate Daily
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